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The Bleeding and Clotting Disorders Institute
Family-oriented care for persons with bleeding, clotting, and other blood disorders

Welcome to BCDI

“Start by doing
what's necessary; then
do what's possible; and
suddenly you are doing
the impossible.” –St.
Francis of Assisi
On April 5, 2010, a
group of dedicated
professionals opened
the doors to The Bleeding and Clotting Disorders Institute, a new familyoriented Comprehensive Care
Center for persons with bleeding and clotting disorders. In
only two months, the BCDI has
earned its place as the only federally recognized, not-forprofit, Comprehensive Hemophilia Treatment Center in
downstate Illinois. Dr. Tarantino is also approved by the
Division of Specialized Care for
Children and the State Hemophilia Program of Illinois.
We have uniquely extended
the Comprehensive Care
model to optimize care for

women with bleeding disorders
and all persons with chronic
blood clotting problems. The
BCDI also provides pharmacy services for those that use blood clotting factors and soon we will offer
specialized laboratory services to
diagnose and monitor bleeding
and clotting disorders. Outreach
and educational events are already a BCDI trademark with several programs planned for the
summer and fall. See page 5 for
information on upcoming events
Aristotle is often credited with
the phrase, “the whole is greater
than the sum of its parts”. This is

undoubtedly true for
the model of Comprehensive Care in Hemophilia Treatment Centers. Patient care, education, outreach and
advocacy are all important elements that together have greatly
enhanced the lives of
persons with hemophilia and other bleeding disorders.
The staff of the BCDI has over
100 years combined experience
caring for persons with bleeding
and clotting problems and is
committed to providing compassionate, family-centered comprehensive care.
We look forward to serving,
and partnering with, the bleeding and clotting disorders community to bring cutting-edge
care, and new services and programs to all of downstate Illinois.
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What Does the State Hemophilia Program Do?
The State Hemophilia
Program
was enacted in
1979 and is sponsored by the Illinois Department of
Human Services as
a safety net for Illinois residents with
a congenital bleeding disorder.
The Program is available to anyone, except those covered by
Medicaid, who is a resident of
the State of Illinois who has been
diagnosed with a congenital
bleeding disorder, such as hemophilia or von Willebrand disease. An application, along with
the most recent copy of your IL1040, is required for each fiscal
year’s coverage (July 1 through
June 30). Coverage begins on
July 1 each year and must be approved by the State Hemophilia
Program to the June 30 fiscal year
end.

For adults 21 and older, the
program will pay for 2 comprehensive care visits (including xrays, labs and pathology) per
fiscal year up to $1000 per visit
after the insurance company or
Medicare pays their benefits
due. If you have no insurance,
then the State Program is the primary payer.
Patients under the age of 21
must be enrolled in the Division
of Specialized Care for Children
(DSCC) to receive help with balances after their insurance has
made payment for comprehensive clinic visits. The State Hemophilia Program does not provide
any benefits for comprehensive
visits for persons under the age
of 21.
The program will also pay for
clotting factor and other products
(like Amicar and Stimate) used
to control bleeding. The State
Hemophilia Program is consid-

ered “payer of last resort”, which
means your group or individual
insurance or Medicare is the primary payer. The Program will
help pay for the balance the patient is responsible for after all
other payers. However, the payment for the clotting factor and
products is subject to a program
deductible
called
a
“participation fee”. This fee is
based on family size and income
and is determined by a mathematical process set by statute.
The program will also cover
certain other costs, such as basic
primary physician care and certain in-patient costs.
For any questions regarding
the program, please contact our
medical social worker, Marsha
Hurn at 309-692-5337 or via email
mhurn@ilbcdi.org.

Time to Schedule School In-services
Is your child going to a new
school/daycare/summer camp?
Are there new staff members?
Does the staff need a refresher
on bleeding disorders? These
are all good reasons to schedule
an in-service on bleeding disorders.
Angie, BCDI Outreach Coordinator, is scheduling in-services

for the summer and fall. The educational in-service will include
information on the diagnosis,
treatment, and emergency care.
In- services are provided
throughout the year; however, in
-services before the start of the
school year seem to be the most
beneficial for the staff members
and parents. Parents are encouraged to attend the in-services so

their concerns can be addressed. If you would like to
schedule an in-service, please
contact Angie at 309-692-5337 or
ariedel@ilbcdi.org.
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Updating Advoy Information
Many
people
track their
infusions
by utilizing the electronic infusion log system called Advoy.
Advoy is a web-based program
that tracks infusions, reason for
the infusions, and the success of
treatment. This program has
been very beneficial for patients
as well as our medical staff. If
you are interested in starting to
use Advoy for infusion logging or

would like more information,
please contact Angie at
ariedel@ilbcdi.org.
Recently, Advoy has been donated to the American Thrombosis and Hemostasis Network
(ATHN) by Baxter for stewardship. As with any transition, a patient’s consent must be given for
the transfer of information. The
program should have automatically offered a consent form for
you to read and confirm. Remember, the information collected by

Advoy is only available to the
patient and the HTC that the patient attends.
Since BCDI is in transition, we
have tried to contact all patients
that have used the program. If
you have not been contacted
about transferring your Advoy
infusion records to BCDI, please
contact us so that we can make
the transfer possible.
If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact Angie.

Save the Date for Family Day 2010
Nothing says summer
like a day at the ballpark.
Family Day 2010, August
29th, at O’Brien Field in
Peoria starting at 10:30.
This event is open to bleeding
disorders patients and their families and it is the highlight of summer for Dr. Tarantino and the
BCDI staff.

This year, we have an exciting
day planned with facts, food,
friends, and fun. Our keynote
speaker will discuss a current
topic affecting the bleeding disorders community. The event
will finish with an action-packed
ballgame between the Peoria
Chiefs and the Clinton Lumberkings. Watch your mail for more

information and registration forms. So bring
your mitt and mark
your calendars for:
Family Day 2010 on August 29th.
If you have questions, contact
Angie at ariedel@ilbcdi.org or
by phone at 309-692-5337.
See you there!

Women’s Weekend Retreat
BCDI and Hemophilia Foundation of Illinois will host a
Women’s Retreat tentatively
planned for October 15th – 17th in
Peoria. The retreat is designed
for women over 18 that are affected by a symptomatic bleeding disorder. During this enlightening weekend, participants will
learn about their bleeding disor-

der, how to improve their quality
of life, and increase awareness of
the larger support network and
resources that are available.
Watch your mail for more information. If you have any questions, please contact Marsha
This program is made possible
Hurn, MSW at mhurn@ilbcdi.org.
through a grant from CSL Behring.
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Social Services Offered
BCDI will
provide support services
and programs to all
of our patients. Our
Medical Social Worker, Marsha
Hurn, is currently in the process
of organizing a Family Networking Group gathering that provides an opportunity for families
and their children to meet and
discuss similar issues and suc-

cesses related to living with
someone with hemophilia. This
group meets several times a year
in different locations in
“downstate” Illinois. Watch the
newsletter, your email or snail
mail for upcoming meetings.
Marsha has developed a mentoring network that connects
families on a one-on-one basis
with other families coping with
the same bleeding or clotting
disorder as part of the BCDI Mentoring Program.

Several educational events
will be held throughout the year
to ensure patients are being provided with the latest information
related to their bleeding or clotting disorder.
BCDI is always interested in
hearing from our patients as to
what topics you would like more
information on. Please feel free
to contact Marsha Hurn at (309)
692-5337 to provide your input.

Hemophilia Foundation of Illinois (HFI) Events
HFI continues to expand education and advocacy opportunities to the bleeding disorders
community.

This will be the 38th year that
HFI has sponsored Camp Warren Jyrch
for kids 715
years
old
affected by a
congenital
bleeding
disorder. This week-long camp
will be held at Camp ShawWaw-Nas-See located outside
of Manteno, IL, from August 8th
– 14th. Anyone interested in attending contact at HFI at 312427-1495 or visit their website
for forms and information.
Camp applications, financial
assistance forms, and medical
forms are due June 30, 2010. All
campers must have the medical
form filled out by your HTC.

Please contact Marsha Hurn if
you need a medical form completed. She will then fax the
form directly to HFI.

HFI is seeking 22 volunteers
who are willing to represent
your local community by becoming trained legislative advocates for the Illinois bleeding
disorder community. The volunteers will seek to develop an
on-going relationship with public officials to insure that the
legislature knows people with
bleeding disorders. You would
be part of a statewide team that
will advocate on issues that
may arise that affect the bleeding disorder community. No
experience
is
necessary and
complete training will be available
through
HFI. If you are
interested,

please contact Bob Robinson at
312-427-1495 or by email at
brobinson@hfi-il.org .

HFI, in conjunction with the
National Hemophilia
Foundation, is sponsoring “Hemophilia
Walk
2010,
Every Step Makes a Difference” on Saturday, September18th at Diversey Harbor in
Chicago from 8:00 -12:00. The
one-mile walk or 5K run raises
money dedicated to finding
better treatments and cures for
the bleeding and clotting disorders community, and to preventing the complications of
these disorders through awareness, education, advocacy and
research. To sign up for the
Walk online, vis it th e
www.hemophilia.org/walk and
choose Illinois from the list.
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Nurses’ Corner—Traveling
Summer
is in full
swing with
lots of fun
and exciting
outdoor activities and
travel. While
participating
in activities or traveling, here are
some simple precautions that can
make your summer and trips go
smoothly.
 When traveling with factor, the factor needs to be
stored in a cooler or
cooler bag with ice packs.
Don’t forget to pack the
supplies needed for infusing.
 Wear medical alert jewelry. This jewelry can talk
for you if you can’t talk for
yourself.
 Carry a copy of your
travel letter and/or wallet
card. The letter contains
basic information about
your bleeding disorder,
medicines that can and
can’t be used, and our







treatment center information. The wallet card lists
your name, date of birth,
allergies, our contact information and treatment
recommendations.
If traveling within the
United States, there are
several websites that will
help in locating an HTC
near your destination.
Visit the following websites: www. athn.org or
www.hemophilia.org for
more US treatment center
information.
For those who travel outside the US, the World
Federation of Hemophilia
has a listing of all HTCs
worldwide.
Visit
www.wfh.org and select
passport. If you need help
locating a treatment center, call BCDI and we can
assist you.
If flying to your destination, check with your carrier prior to your trip
about carrying your factor
and supplies with you.

The Transportation Security Administration may
require a letter of medical
necessity from your HTC
to travel with syringes
and other supplies.
These are just a few tips.
Our bleeding disorders community is very knowledgeable
and has a plethora of ideas on
how to make travel easier. Please
share yours. If you have any
ideas to pass along to others,
please email Angie at
ariedel@ilbcdi.org or write to
Angie at 6811 N. Knoxville Ave.,
Suite A, and Peoria, IL 61614.
These ideas will be published in
future newsletters.

BCDI’s Holidays Schedule
BCDI will be closing
for the following days for the
holidays this year.
 July 2nd
 September 6th
 November 25th – 26th
 December 23rd -25th
 December 31st.

Should a medical emergency
arise during a holiday, please
call the After hours number:

1-309-677-6085
Medical staff is available 24/7 to
assist.

For patients that will need to
order factor around the holidays,
please check your supply and
order early. Timely shipping can
be a problem around the holidays. If you have any questions,
call our nurse coordinators,
Kelly , Mary, or Rozi for assistance at 309-692-5337.

After Hours Information
Should a medical emergency
arise after normal business hours,
we are here to help. Dr. Tarantino,
Dana Stephens, RN, CPNP, and other
physicians (Dr. Bill Edwards and Dr.
Brian Curtis ) educated in the treatment of bleeding disorders, are on
call to assist.
When you call the after hours number, an operator at the call center will contact the person on
call and connect you with them. When Dr. Tarantino is not the person on call, he is available to
the on-call staff for consultation. This service is
available 24/7.

After hours phone number
309-677-6085

Bleeding and Clotting
Disorders Institute
6811 N. Knoxville Ave.
Suite A
Peoria, IL 61614

BCDI Staff
We would like to introduce you to the BCDI staff
with combined experience of over 100+ years
working with the bleeding and clotting disorders community.
Michael D. Tarantino, MD – Medical Director
Dana Stephens, MS,CPNP – Nurse Practitioner
Rozi Aberle, RN – Nurse Coordinator
Mary Brooks, RN – Nurse Coordinator
Kelly Forbes, RN – Nurse Coordinator
Marsha Hurn, MSW – Medical Social Worker
Lisa Weber, MT – Research Coordinator/
Medical Technologist
Angela Riedel - Outreach Coordinator
Joyce Winkel – Clinical Administrative Assistant
Yvonne Lucas – Business Administrator
Melissa Pardieck – Office Manager
Shasawna Hill – Billing Recovery Specialist
Peggi Taylor - Receptionist

