2014

6811 N. Knoxville Ave., Suite A
Peoria, IL 61614
Phone: 309-692-5337
Fax: 309-693-3913
Email: info@ilbcdi.org

BCDI Bulletin

ISSUE
THREE

this issue
Upcoming Events

Infusion Logs P.2



Nurses’ Notes P.3







BCDI Trivia Bash—June
20th – Five Points Washington, IL
Dr. Jonathan Robert’s joins
BCDI
BCDI Family Day—July
26th —Peoria Riverfront
Museum
BDAI Camp Warren Jyrch—
Aug 3rd—Aug 9th
PS-ITP—Aug. 12th
BCDI Hemophilia Walk
Peoria-Oct 18th

BCDI Staff

AFTER HOURS
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Mark your Calendars!!

309-6776085
Should a medical
emergency arise after
normal
business
hours, medical staff is
available 24/7.
When you call the
after hours number,
an operator at the call
center will connect
you with the on call
staff: either Dr. Tarantino, Dr. Madden, or
Dana Stephens, MS,
CPNP.

309-6776085

July 26, 2014

BCDI’s Family Day
Registration
11:30

starting

at

Join the BCDI staff for this
extraordinary afternoon of
discovery at the BCDI’s
annual Family Day Event on
July 26th. This year, we are
excited to host the event at the Peoria Riverfront Museum in downtown Peoria.
What an afternoon we have planned! Meet
Dr. Jonathan Roberts, a talented hematolo-

gist who has joined the BCDI
staff with unique insight into the
bleeding disorder community.
Explore the connection of genetics in bleeding and clotting
disorders. Discover and meet
other families with similar questions/concerns. The teens,
tweens, and younger ones will have a special
program and spend time exploring the Peoria
Riverfront Museum, including “The Science of
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!”, IHSA exhibit, and
much more…
“Family Day” con’t page 7
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Dr. T with his wife, Julie, and children, Mary and Dominic

Dr. Tarantino honored with the
Alpha Omega Alpha Teaching Award
, Recognized with distinction,
Dr. Michael Tarantino received
the University of Illinois College
of Medicine Alpha Omega Alpha Teaching Award at the honors banquet held at the OSF
Jump Training Center on May
1st. Dr. Tarantino received accolades for his mentorship and

numerous contributions to the
science of treating bleeding and
clotting disorder patients, noted
around the world.
The winners of the AOA teaching awards are nominated by
student members of the University of Illinois chapter of the AOA
Honor Medical Society and are

approved by the chapter executive committee. The award celebrates excellence in teaching.
Dr. Tarantino doesn't just read
the literature, he writes it. Way to
make us proud - YET AGAIN!

Extended Half-Life Clotting Factor Concentrates:
A New Era in Hemophilia Treatment?
Factor VIII products, used to
treat Hemophilia A, have
evolved over the last 50 years
starting with the accidental discovery of cryoprecipitate by Dr.
Judith Graham Poole, to the
development of plasma and
albumin-free recombinant factor
VIII a decade ago. Factor IX
replacement products have advanced from the early relatively
crude preparations in the 1970s

to high purity Factor IX and the
first recombinant Factor IX in
the mid 1990s. The era of
“synthetic” or recombinant clotting factors, now over 20 years
old, was born from the tragedy
of virus contamination of the
clotting factors derived from
pooled human plasma. What
would make the current clotting
factor concentrates even better? Many have wished for a

factor that would last longer
after each infusion. After years
of research and clinical testing,
the first long-acting factor, also
called “extended half-life factor”, was recently approved by
the FDA on March 28, 2014.
Alprolix™ (Biogen, Cambridge,
MA) is a recombinant Factor IX
that lasts approximately three
times longer in the blood
stream compared to other re“Factor” con’t page 6

In the Know:

Sarah Berberich,
MLS(ASCP), MT
(AMT)
Laboratory
Supervisor
BCDI would like to welcome,
Sarah Berberich, MLS
(ASCP), MT(AMT) to our staff
as the Laboratory Coordinator. Prior to joining our staff,
Sarah worked 4 years at Mason District Hospital then 8
years with Illinois CancerCare
as a Medical Technologist.
Her laboratory background
makes her a perfect fit at
BCDI.
Sarah has worked hard to
add new testing options to the
BCDI laboratory. Soon, we
will be able to do many of our
hematology labs in office
which will allow a faster turnaround time on lab specimens
run through our lab. Some of
the tests we will be able to
process are: PT/INR, PTT,
von Willebrand labs, factor
levels, Antithrombin , Lupus
Anticoagulant, Protein C and
S, etc…

Infusion Logs
Why are they important?

Unless you are new to the bleeding disorders com-

the substantiated documentation and will also

munity, it is likely you have heard about factor infu-

begin to utilize the data to determine if costly ER

sion logs and have been gently prodded to docu-

visits could have been avoided. Lack of adher-

ment your infusion history and incidents of

ence to your prophy dosing could be the justifica-

bleeds.

tion for non payment of these extremely highdollar claims.

Benefits Far Outweigh the Small

Like your medical care team, payors realize that

Inconvenience

prompt and accurate treatment reduces hospital-

The more information the treatment center has

izations, long-term complications for patients

regarding adherence and breakthrough bleeds, the

with hemophilia, and contains medical costs,

more precise and responsive the medical care

making adherence a win/win.

Bleeding Disorders Alliance Illinois’ Camp Warren Jyrch will be held Aug.
3rd – Aug. 9th at Camp Benson in Mt. Carroll, IL. This camp is open to all 7-15
year olds with hemophilia or other congenital bleeding disorders. Applications
are available on the BDAI website at www.bdai.org. Applications are due
June 14, 2014. Campers will need to contact our staff to have their medical
information form completed. If you have any questions, please contact
Shanna Beard by phone at 309-692-5337 or email sbeard@ilbcdi.org or Lily
Schwartz from BDAI at lschwartz@bdai.org.
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Sarah grew up in Mt. Carmel, IL and graduated from
Illinois State University. She
has been married 12 years
to her high school sweetheart and has 2 daughters,
ages 3 years and 6 months.
When she has free time, she
loves boating, working-out,
cooking and shopping. Sarah also “tries” to be an avid
runner. Welcome!

team can be when there is a change in medical
status. When infusion logs are sent monthly, coin-

Multiple Infusion Log Options

ciding with your factor or-

Since the gentle prodding is now a

ders,

documentation

full-fledged shove and documenta-

becomes a useful tool in

tion is mandatory, the good news is

determining how well the

that there are many options availa-

individualized

treatment

ble for our patients and/or their care-

plans are working,. For ex-

givers to help successfully docu-

ample, a person with break-

ment infusion data with as little pain

through bleeds can indicate

as possible!

the

the onset of an inhibitor or
be the result of weight gain that would necessitate
an increase in dosing, change in treatment plan,
etc.

-Paper. If you choose the paper log/calendar
option, manufacturers have made documentation
easy by having peel off labels right on each box
that can be placed on the infusion log/

As important, and more recently, insurance payors

calendar. Placing the labels right on the actual

such as Medicare, Illinois Medicaid, Blue Cross

date of infusion works best with a P written on

Blue Shield, Pekin Insurance, along with many

the date for prophy dose or BB for breakthrough

others following suit, are now mandating the col-

bleed. If it is a breakthrough bleed, it is also

lection of infusion logs for the purpose of docu-

important to note the site of the bleed (ie rt. el-

menting patient adherence and utilization. Payors
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Mark Your Calendars for SUMMER CAMP!!!!

will make “refill too soon” determinations based on
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Time to Schedule a School/Camp In-service
Is your child going to a new school/
daycare/summer camp? Does the school
have new staff members?
Does the staff need a refresher on bleeding disorders? These are all good
reasons to schedule an inservice on bleeding disorders for the staff that will
be working with your child.

service will include information on the
diagnosis, treatment, and emergency
care. In-services are provided
throughout the year; however,
in-services before the start of
camp or the school year seem
to be the most beneficial for the
staff members and parents.
Parents are encouraged to attend the in-services so their concerns
can be addressed.

Angie Riedel, BCDI Outreach Coordinator, is currently scheduling in-services for
summer camps and schools. The in-

If you would like to schedule an inservice, please contact Angie at 309692-5337 or ariedel@ilbcdi.org.

“Infusion Logs” con’t page 3
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This event is open to all patients with congenital bleeding or clotting disorders and
their immediate families.
Lunch, admission, and parking passes will be provided.
Watch for more information
via Facebook, BCDI website
and your mail. For more
information or to register,
contact Angie at ariedel@ilbcdi.org or 309-6925337.

“Factor” con’t page 1

combinant Factor IX concentrates already on
the market. Biogen and several other clotting
factor manufacturers, including Baxter, Bayer,
CSL and Novo Nordisk are developing longacting Factor VIII and Factor IX products for
the treatment of hemophilia A and B.

Save the Date
August 17th!
Family Factor Group
Cookout!
The Family Factor support
group will meet for a backyard cookout on August
17th from 12:00 to 2:00.
Bring a lawn chair, sit
back, and spend time with
other parents while your
kids play.
Family Factor is a support
group for families of children affected by hemophilia. This is a great way for
the kids to meet other kids
going through the same
day to day living and for
parents to meet others
living with this “new normal.”
Please bring a dish to
pass; meat, drinks, and
table services will be provided, but please RSVP by
August 11th. RSVP or if
you have questions,
please contact Shanna at
sbeard@ilbcdi.org or
phone at 309-692-5337.

The next generation of recombinant
clotting factor treatments is changing
the landscape by
focusing on lasting
longer in the blood
system. Current recombinant clotting factor
treatments have an average half-life of 8 to 12
hours (for Factor VIII) and 18-20 hours (for
Factor IX), requiring for some, multiple infusions over a week’s time span. Alprolix™ and
other new products currently in clinical trials
are recombinant clotting factors that raise the
half-life by delaying the natural breakdown in
our system. These products hold great promise and, to date, do not appear to raise the risk
of developing an inhibitor or any other adverse
reactions.
The benefits of the long-lasting recombinant
clotting factor may mean fewer infusions need-

“Infusion Logs” con’t page 2

ed to treat bleeds and reduced number of
prophylaxis infusions thus leading to greater adherence among patients. Since fewer
infusions may be required for prophylaxis
regimens, some patients may not need a
port or other long-term intravenous catheter
for infusions.
Some questions
regarding the
long-acting factors are still unanswered.
Should they be
used for everyone with hemophilia and for
every bleed? Are children with hemophilia
on prophylaxis protected from bleeds the
same on fifth day as on the first day after an
infusion? What will be the cost of these new
factors and will private and government
insurance plans cover the cost?
Dr. Tarantino and the BCDI staff will briefly
discuss the new long-lasting therapies for
hemophilia at BCDI’s upcoming Family Day
on July 26, 2014 at the Peoria Riverfront
Museum. BCDI will also host a special symposium for patients and their families to
discuss. Stay tuned for details on these
important events!

BCDI is proud to announce the start of our
new ITP support group,
“PS-ITP”. BCDI has partnered with the Platelet
Disorder Support Association (PDSA) to bring this support group to
the Peoria area.

experiences and offer support to each other. Groups
will be held 3-4 times per
year. Our kick-off on May
20th was a success. The
group’s next meeting will be
th
on August 12 at 5:30 with the location to
be announced.

These support groups are intended for
patients diagnosed with ITP and their
family members. The groups are informal
allowing patients and families to share

If you are interested in more information or
would like to join BCDI’s “PS-ITP”, contact
Shanna Beard, MA, LPC, NCC at 309-6925337 or via email at sbeard@ilbcdi.org.
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Like us on facebook @www.facebook.com/ilbcdi

puter or device, which actually uploads right to
bow, left ankle, etc)

our treatment center.

-Electronic. Techies at heart have a plethora

We Are Here to Help

of apps available that will allow you to log your

We are more than willing to demonstrate the

infusions right from your smartphone, iPad or

various options available to help you find a

computer. ATHN also has an app and/or a

solution that works best for you - keeping in

web portal interface that you can access to

mind your technical capabilities.

document your infusion history, from any com-

309.692.5337, option 5 to learn more! :-)

Call

Curtis Frazier
Accountant

Importance of
Appointments at BCDI
Regular follow-up visits at BCDI are an essential part of providing our patients with the best
care possible. Office visits are a valuable opportunity to discuss new developments in the patients’ health and provide the patient one-onone time with their Physician or Nurse Practitioner to discuss treatment options and recommendations.
In order for BCDI to continue prescribing medications for patients, it is required for us to have
seen the patient at least once in the past year. If
BCDI prescribes medications for you or a family
member and you have not been seen in our
office for greater than one year, please call
(309) 692-5337 to schedule a follow-up visit
with your provider.
The Physicians at BCDI are Board Certified in
Hematology, and their expertise is in high demand. There are a limited number of appointments available, so if you are unable to attend
your scheduled appointment, please contact
BCDI
with3 as much notice as possible so we
Page
can reschedule your visit. Your cancelled ap-

pointment time can then be offered to another
patient in need of care.
Once an appointment has been scheduled, our
new electronic medical record system can and
will contact you by email, phone, and/or text
message to remind you of your upcoming visit.
These reminders can be personalized for each
patient; however, the program is preset to contact you 2 weeks, 3 days, 1 day, and 3 hours
prior to your appointment time. If your contact
information has recently changed, please call our
office to update your account so you can take
advantage of these convenient reminders.
Please plan to arrive 10-15 minutes prior to your
scheduled appointment time to update necessary
documents. If you arrive more than 15 minutes
after your scheduled appointment time, you may
be required to reschedule your visit.
Thank you for your cooperation, and we look
forward to seeing you at your next scheduled
appointment.

Visit us on our
www.ilbcdi.org
VisitWebsite:
us on our
Website: www.ilbcdi.orgPage 3

Curtis Frazier joined the
BCDI staff last year as our
accountant and pharmacy
technologist. He graduated
from Illinois State University
with a Bachelor of Science in
Accounting. Curtis’ experience in accounting and IT
has been a real asset for the
growth that BCDI is experiencing. His involvement with
the pharmacy, insurance,
accounting, technology and
many other duties helps to
make the BCDI organization
run efficiently. If you have
any questions regarding your
insurance or your ability to
utilize the BCDI pharmacy,
please feel free to ask for him
while you’re in the office or
give him a call.
Curtis enjoys spending time
with friends and family. He
has three cats and a dog.
Home improvement projects
and his weekend photography job keep him busy in
his free time.

Raffle

”

BCDI’s Tropical Trivia Night
There is still time to sign up to
participate in BCDI’s Tropical
Trivia Night at Five Points in
Washington, IL. Doors will open
at 5 pm for cocktails and a dinner buffet catered by Raber’s.
Trivia will start at 6:30 pm. This
is a great night for friends and
family to get together as a team
of 8 or to join a BCDI created
team. Each $35 ticket includes
dinner and rounds of brainteasing trivia. Online registration
is available at ilbcdi.org or contact Denise Piper at 309-6925337.

Grand Raffle Prize:
Tacori Multi-Color
38” Fashion Necklace
Retail Value: $1,050
Donated by Bremer’s

Raffle tickets can be purchased
in advance for 1 for $20, 3 for
$50 & 7 for $100 by contacting
Denise. You need not be present
to win, but wouldn’t it be fun to be
there when your name is drawn?
Don’t miss out on the silent auction
baskets that include an iPad Mini
with iTune Cards, four Hopper
passes to Disney World, and much
more!
Proceeds from Tropical Trivia support a scholarship fund for men
and women with inherited bleeding
disorders who are seeking higher
education as well as research and
patient-related services for the
bleeding and clotting disorders
community.

There will be fabulous raffle prizes such as jewelry from
Bremer’s and an iPad Air from
IT360.

2nd Place Raffle Prize
iPad Air 16 GB Silver
Retail Value: $499
Donated by IT360

Silent Auction
This is a partial list of some of the
items that will be available at the Silent Auction tables.








3rd Place Raffle Prize
Tropical Pandora
Bracelet
Retail Value: $250
Donated by Bremer’s




iPad Mini with iTune Cards
4 Tickets to the Cardinals—
Brewers Game on August 1st
@ 7:15 pm. Great seats in Section 141, Row 18, Seats 9—12
Value of $500+
4 Hopper passes to Disney
World—Value $500+
A round of golf at WeaverRidge for 4—Value $300+
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Restaurants, hotel stays
Bradley, Peoria Chiefs, Six Flags
tickets
Passes to local attractions,
Wildlife Prairie Park, Spirit of
Peoria, Peoria Riverfront Museum, Knights Action Park, etc….
Photography sessions, fitness
sessions, jewelry

The list goes on and on—this is just a
sample of the great items that will be
available.

Like us on facebook @www.facebook.com/ilbcdi
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